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 ~ Our Spiritual Safari through Ephesians has been an extremely difficult set 
of truths to learn and accept; and the way I teach the Bible contradicts 
almost all methods of modern day teaching — both in the secular realm 
and in the Biblical realm. I think most of you dear readers know I 
understand I’m not teaching anything remotely related to what passes for 
‘’Bible teaching’’ today. The puerile and jejune assumptions made in the 
Word of God and repeated perpetually in the modern church are shameful. 
Modern religion isn’t getting anyone anywhere. In fact, repeatedly laying 
the foundation of Christ — even after ten or fifteen years of being saved — 
indicates one of two things: either you are not growing spiritually, or you 
have never truly been saved in the first place. When the writer to the 
Hebrews wrote his epistle, he specifically said, ‘’…. therefore leaving the 
principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not laying 
again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward 
God….’’ See, we must make a sincere effort to learn the entire Bible 
properly, correctly and completely, friends; or one cannot grow in the grace 
and knowledge of our Savior and Lord Christ Jesus. Those two things are 
what this safari is all about.  
 
The apostle Paul, in Ephesians, is speaking to believers only — but not just 
any believers. Paul is speaking only to Spirit-filled and Spirit-led believers 
who have a blood-tipped ear, and are in the direct will of the Lord for their 
lives. Frankly, that means very few. Only when we are in a love relationship 
with the Lord Jesus Christ can we ever enter into His direct will. Most 
Christians today operate somewhere between the permissive will of God 
and willful disobedience; with the majority of them living in God’s 
providence — where they do whatever they want to do, and expect God to 
clean up the messes they make. Their prayers insist God bless their every 
whim and desire. Well, God doesn’t work like that – never has – never will. 
That type of Christian bounces endlessly and hopelessly from one problem 
to the next. Then, there are those within the permissive will of God, with all 
of their manufactured rules and religious regulatory machinations, who 
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generally believe they are very close to the Lord, but the Word of God is 
meaningless to them — and Christ has no effect in their everyday existence. 
They live in a pitifully pious condition; one that is ultimately indiscernible 
from that of the world — and their testimony is hypocritical, so, it means 
absolutely nothing to anyone.      
 
In Ephesians, we have seen the church presented as a body, as a temple, as 
a mystery, as a new man, as a bride to be and, in this last chapter, a soldier. 
We have also considered relationships as they pertain to the child-parent, 
the husband-wife, and the servant-master; and each of those ties into the 
analogy of becoming a good soldier for Christ. Each of these has a specific 
role and distinct dynamic of responsibility. That brought us up to our last 
report, where the battle with the enemy was on; but we don’t have to 
wage war with the devil – he will wage war with us, my friends! We located 
and identified Satan and his demonic dominion – and their methods of 
operation. Our Spiritual enemy is a great host that has arrayed themselves 
against God and His children and they always seek to destroy our 
testimony, first and foremost. If that is unsuccessful, Satan will attempt to 
destroy the flesh. If that fails, he will attempt to make friends, and become 
an ally; and if and when that alliance is formed, there will be life-long 
lasting ramifications. If you have not read our last report, I suggest you go 
back and do so now.  
 
The modern church has lost sight of our spiritual battle. The contemporary 
church simply does not understand it on any level. As a result, the church is 
defeated. It has become ineffective at saving souls, the world passes by the 
church and ridicules it, and the genuine Christian message is not taken 
seriously, because the average church member exudes a proud image of 
blatant hypocrisy. Couple that with a total and complete ignorance of the 
Bible they profess as law, and the church is impotent at witnessing to a lost 
and dying world. That’s a sad commentary, friends – but it just happens to 
be true.  
 
There is an illusion that makes it appear that if we have a magnificent, awe-
inspiring building, with huge crowds giving infinite sums of donation 
money, then God must be blessing it. Unfortunately, those things are never 
indicative of a Spirit-filled church. Those things IN NO WAY speak to the 
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quality of sanctified holy work for the cause of Christ; which is lifting Him 
up, building up their members in the faith, esteeming others better than 
ourselves, and considering the welfare of others above our own. The true 
test of an effective ministry can be determined by the answer to but one 
question: is the Word of God being taught properly, correctly and 
completely? — and is the Spirit of God producing love and cooperation 
among the members?    
 
How much gossip is permitted in your church? Is the gossip aimed towards 
the condemned; or is it the person who actually teaches sound doctrine 
who is maliciously criticized? Is the inner-working of your church legalistic, 
all about tithing and self-edification – such as speaking in tongues? Or is it 
about edifying and building up brothers and sisters in the Lord Jesus Christ 
according to Scripture? It isn’t both – even if you think it is – it isn’t; 
because that would be impossible. My friends, that is precisely where the 
spiritual battles are won and lost. Some churches have a spirit of criticism, 
bitterness and hatred – and those are the ones that usually mention the 
Holy Spirit about a hundred times an hour. They are the ones who give 
manufactured convert counts, and they incessantly talk about donation 
numbers; but when the facts are evaluated honestly, and the true statistics 
are audited, the realization is made that it’s all just a lie.  
 
There is a very real manifestation of demonic powers at this present hour; 
but the awareness of what the devil is seeking, who he is seeking it from, 
and how he plans to execute his warfare, just doesn’t seem to be 
understood. There are so many cults and religions with all manner of 
differing beliefs; and they necessarily push the Word of God into disrepute 
and incredulity – at which time the devil has defeated the cause of Christ. 
Satan cares about ONE thing and ONE thing only, my beloved: keeping the 
Scriptures from being taught and learned cohesively and correctly. There is, 
literally NOTHING else that the devil cares about. If he can prevent a proper 
understanding of Holy Writ from occurring, then he has completely 
destroyed the ability to receive salvation – and you may not even be aware 
of it. The average person is so busy with work, the children, cooking and 
cleaning, home repairs, shopping, baseball, softball, soccer, television time 
and ESPECIALLY music, that they run amok all day long, overwhelmed and 
exhausted from the first moments of the day. So, they have no time for 
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Bible study; and they relegate it to a minor place of unimportance. What 
they don’t realize is that a sincere, educated, proper, correct and complete 
Bible study should come FIRST — every day — before ANYTHING else. If it 
doesn’t, the devil has defeated you, my beloved….  
 
13 Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be 
able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 
 
14 Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on 
the breastplate of righteousness; 
 
15 And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 
 
 ~ Where the church gets the impression they are supposed to fight the 
devil is anyone’s guess. The Bible teaches us to simply stand. The believer is 
never commanded to attack, or to advance a position. ‘’Fighting the good 
fight’’ doesn’t mean fighting the devil; it means fighting the fight of faith. 
The fight against the devil is not a good fight. It’s an UGLY fight; and our 
faith alone allows Christ to fight for us. The arsenal available to us for a 
defense can only ever be found in O-N-E place: the Word of God! As 
Christians, we are pilgrims that are to walk through the world — which is 
not our home. As witnesses, we are to go the ends of the earth and make 
disciples of all nations. As athletes, we are to run the race with our eyes 
fixed upon the Lord Jesus Christ; looking unto Him as the Author and 
Finisher of our salvation. The Gospel is the ONLY way that we, as believers, 
are to have ANY manner of contact with this present, evil, lost and dying 
world….  
 
Exodus 14:14 The LORD shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace ~ 
 
Exodus 14:25 And took off their chariot wheels, that they drave them 
heavily: so that the Egyptians said, Let us flee from the face of Israel; for the 
LORD fighteth for them ~ 
 
Deuteronomy 1:30 The LORD your God which goeth before you, he shall 
fight for you, according to all that he did for you in Egypt before your eyes ~ 
  

http://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Ephesians-6-13/
http://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Ephesians-6-14/
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Deuteronomy 1:42 And the LORD said unto me, Say unto them, Go not up, 
neither fight; for I am not among you; lest ye be smitten before your 
enemies ~ 
 
Deuteronomy 3:22 Ye shall not fear them: for the LORD your God he shall 
fight for you ~  
 
Joshua 23:10 One man of you shall chase a thousand: for the LORD your 
God, he it is that fighteth for you, as he hath promised you ~ 
 
2 Chronicles 20:17 Ye shall not need to fight in this battle: set yourselves, 
stand ye still, and see the salvation of the LORD with you, O Judah and 
Jerusalem: fear not, nor be dismayed; to morrow go out against them: for 
the LORD will be with you ~ 
 
2 Chronicles 32:8 ….but with us is the LORD our God to help us, and to fight 
our battles. And the people rested themselves upon the words of Hezekiah 
king of Judah ~ 
 
Nehemiah 4:20 In what place therefore ye hear the sound of the trumpet, 
resort ye thither unto us: our God shall fight for us ~ 
 
Isaiah 31:4 For thus hath the LORD spoken unto me, Like as the lion and the 
young lion roaring on his prey, when a multitude of shepherds is called forth 
against him, he will not be afraid of their voice, nor abase himself for the 
noise of them: so shall the LORD of hosts come down to fight for mount 
Zion, and for the hill thereof ~ 
 
Jeremiah 21:5 Thus saith the Lord, and I myself will fight against you with 
an outstretched hand and with a strong arm, even in anger, and in fury, and 
in great wrath ~ 
 
John 18:36 Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if My kingdom 
were of this world, then would My servants fight, that I should not be 
delivered to the Jews: but now is My kingdom not from hence ~ 
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James 4:1 From whence come wars and fighting among you? come 
they not hence, even of your lusts that war in your members? 2 Ye lust, and 
have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, 
yet ye have not ~ 
 
Frankly, friends, it is always the most defeated group of believers who are 
forever singing ‘’…. Onward Christian Soldiers Marching as to War….’’ They 
are the ones making memes for social media about defeating the devil; 
with pictures of them standing on top of some red faced thing that, I 
suppose, is supposed to be Satan. I have to tell you: I am never impressed 
by them. Interestingly, these are never the ones who make a stand for 
Jesus; no, it’s always about a fight with the devil for them. Well, this is 
another church-attendance killing gimmick, to be sure. The lost man 
looking for Christ has already been defeated by the devil. They’re not 
looking for a fight with anyone; and they already know it’s a pie-in-the-sky 
dream to fight Satan anyways — because they are in the throes of 
existential defeat. They’ve usually been fighting the devil for decades by the 
time they look for Christ — and they don’t desire the beating Satan is 
poised to inflict again. That’s usually why they are seeking Jesus. Further, 
this type of focus on the devil kills any interest in the Word of God. They 
become so interested in fighting the devil that the Bible loses its 
sensationalism and — poof — Satan has destroyed their formative 
potential for learning — again! The devil possesses extremely efficient 
warfare. Satan is very subtle.  
 
Don’t be deceived if the offering plate in your church is full, and so many 
people show up that there aren’t enough seats for everyone. If you begin to 
think you are winning against the devil on your own accord, you can know 
very definitely you have already lost. Now, I understand most people think I 
constantly rail against the church but that’s not true. I do call it like it is, but 
I love my pastor; I know he has a tremendously difficult – almost impossible 
– job to do as the shepherd. How many of us honestly pray for our pastor 
on Saturday night? You don’t need to crucify the pastor, friends; the devil is 
going to do that! We need to hold our pastors arms up to God; as Moses 
had his arms held up on behalf of the nation Israel. That’s where the 
problem is in our church today; and I have great empathy for any man who 
is trying to preach the undiluted Word of God. That’s how we stand against 
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the wiles of the devil; and that’s the only way we will ever stand against 
Satan, too, by the way.  
 
Having our loins girded about with truth is where it all begins; because, in 
Paul’s day of ancient armor, the girdle held the entire outfit together. If the 
girdle was cut or damaged, you lost your shirt – and pants – and everything 
else. Hollywood always seems to get a laugh out of a man fighting, and 
having his pants fall down. Well, it may be funny on film, but it isn’t funny 
when you’re trying to stand against the devil. The only real and absolute 
truth we know anything about is found only – you guessed it – in the Word 
of God; the Word of God IS truth. Quite candidly, I hear a whole bunch of 
testimony by people who should honestly just sit down and shut up. Some 
of these stars and other famous people seem to have a real thriller of a 
testimony. They talk about how they used to be great, but now they are 
turning over their talents to God; as if God were lucky to have that person’s 
willful disobedience in His camp now. What fools and idiots they are.  
 
Unfortunately, the unknown man today who isn’t great in the eyes of the 
world isn’t going to be listened to. It’s the football players, basketball stars, 
and movie actors — who have unconfessed sin in their life — and just don’t 
happen to know any more about the Bible than a goat grazing grass on a 
hillside — who are ‘’followed.’’ They’re totally and completely ignorant of 
the truth; and they always say the most ridiculously foolish things I have 
ever heard. They are totally ineffective for the cause of Christ; and millions 
follow them right off a cliff. Before we stand up and give a testimony, 
friends, we had better know something about the Jesus of Holy Writ; 
truthful facts we learned from the Word of God. Telling others about your 
life and experience isn’t worth the snap of my fingers. Make a note.  
 
Every piece of the spiritual armor speaks of a specific attribute of the 
character of Christ Jesus. A testimony that does not glorify Him, and Him 
alone, should never be spoken. I recognize I am being extremely ugly to 
some people; but I make no apologies — because God told me to give out 
His Word — and I don’t see many people saying these things. Well, I just 
happen to be the man who doesn’t mind giving it out exactly as it is 
written. I fully recognize and understand why the organized church cannot 
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teach most of that which constitutes sound doctrine. How tragic, for them. 
But that’s their problem. Not mine.  
 
Are you truly resting in the tender arms of the Lord Jesus Christ? Will you 
trust Him to meet your every need? The world is seeking to overwhelm us, 
my beloved – make no mistake about that. Trouble and trials are going to 
constantly wear and tear at the fabric of our lives. Do you truly believe God 
is going to bear your difficulties for you? Have you called on Him to deliver 
you from all of your afflictions? If not, call upon the Name of the Lord in a 
sincere and honest manner right now — and He will hear you — and He will 
answer you — every time. God is One of Great Compassions; and every 
morning, His mercies are made new. Your earthly friends and family are 
going to fail you. They prove themselves untrue time and time again. God 
will never leave you nor forsake you; and only He can make the way when 
there seems to be no way. Only by His mercy that endureth forever and 
ever are we not utterly consumed this moment ~  
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