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~ The Book of Ecclesiastes is a treatise of man attempting to live without
God. King Solomon tried it all; every self-help fad, pleasurable pursuit,
achievement, ego-booster and do-good, feel-good, be-good activity known
to mankind. Solomon had everything money could buy, and everything
absolute power could demand — and unfettered access to every path a
man could possibly go down. However, none of those things satisfied his
heart. There was an empty void in the life of the man who had everything
in the world.

Well, God uses that type of emptiness to draw His elect to Himself. The
Lord Jesus Christ desires to be our highest satisfaction; and our first and
foremost pursuit in life. When knowing and loving Him becomes our
number one priority, He fills that deep chasm in our hearts as only He can.
We do not come to the Word of God simply to increase our knowledge; but
to grow in our love and understanding of Christ Jesus, our Lord and Savior.
The Word of God points us to the Son of God — or it means absolutely
nothing to us.

Our Spiritual Safari through Ecclesiastes has examined science and the
natural laws of the universe thus far. That discipline provided some
contribution to our knowledge, but it didn’t satisfy our hearts. We also
considered philosophy, psychology, rapacity, fatalism, humanism, wealth,
egoism and religion; but none of those things brought lasting satisfaction,
either. Solomon found out that man’s knowledge is foolishness; and that he
couldn’t eat gold. Well, if you have not read our first seven reports from
Ecclesiastes, | suggest you go back and do so now. In this report, we come
to Solomon’s last experiment; which is that of morality. This would be what
we call the “do-gooder.”

Being a ““do-gooder” is the station where the majority of church members
are today. That means they go down the middle of the road of life. They
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usually have a business in the city, and live in some secluded, exclusive, and
sedate neighborhood in the suburbs. They take it easy, but they never take
a stand for anything. They eat at the finest restaurants, and their children
go to the best schools. They attend an extremely wealthy church with a
multi-million dollar building, a steeple reaching into the clouds, and
displaying the loudest bells around; and it is usually one that requires police
protection for the worship service, and additional law enforcement to
direct traffic to, from, and around that church. They have an extremely
educated preacher, who knows anything man could possibly know — except
the Word of God — because knowing what the Bible is really all about would
cost him his job. That’s the man we’ll be talking about for the remainder of
Ecclesiastes....

Vil

1 A good name is better than precious ointment; and the day of death
than the day of one's birth.

~ Here is an interesting and true statement. Naturally, it’s nice to hear
something good and true said about us. Many of us have wonderful
neighbors who are good citizens, and would never argue with us. They
don’t even discuss religion or politics; and they never become involved in
bad situations. In fact, they never take a stand on anything. They just smile
and steer themselves right down the middle of the road. They never seem
quite happy or content — but this is the way they live. All things considered,
they are respectable citizens in the community. All of the different civic
organizations recognize his contributions to the area. They do business with
anyone and everyone, and will accept whatever it is you have to say.

They go straight from the office to the knife and fork club; where they talk
all about world pollution, for example. Of course, they’re not planning to do
anything about it, but they are going to talk — and complain — about it.
Then, the next week, someone will lecture them about all the problems in
the civic association — and they listen intently and take notes; but, again,
nothing will be done. Then, a brother from the lodge dies, and they have a
spectacular funeral. The preacher from the church we talked about before
— who never really knew this person — will read some wildly flowery stuff
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— and push him right on into Heaven without any questions asked. No one
is particularly moved or touched; and no one will particularly miss him
much. And that’s how it ends.

That’s the total sum of how a ““do-gooder” lives their life; and it is all they
are ever about. They had their cocktails Saturday night, and went to church
Sunday morning — but Christ never really meant anything to them. It’s just
so much blah — and their children despise the hypocrisy and rebel
wholeheartedly against everything the parents ever stood for in the family.
It is, without question, the worst possible situation of all of life’s potential
tragedies. Solomon is saying that’s not living a meaningful life in any way,
shape or form. A lengthy eulogy, and a drawn out procession won’t satisfy
you. Sure, man has arranged things so we can laugh all the way to the
cemetery, and cover it all up with sweet-smelling flowers and soft music.
Everyone goes home and says, “.... that was a lovely funeral and so-and-so
never looked better.” That’s the entire sum of life for the majority of people
today....

2 It is better to go to the house of mourning, than to go to the house
of feasting: for that is the end of all men; and the living will lay it to his
heart.

3 Sorrow is better than laughter: for by the sadness of the countenance
the heart is made better.

4 The heart of the wise is in the house of mourning; but the heart of
fools is in the house of mirth.

~ This section of Scripture is about living on the edge of death. It never
occurs to most people that they’re going somewhere when they slip into
the blackness of darkness of forever. Many refuse to believe that; and they
never really care if they are lost or saved — or if they are rightly related to
God. Those things aren’t important to them. This man gave vast sums of
wealth to charitable organizations, and his wife was an officer in yet
another charity. They are outstanding citizens in the community; which
means they did practically nothing for anyone except themselves. No one

ICICICICI0IIE
Ecclesiastes 7:1 — 8:17

Page 3 of 10


http://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Ecclesiastes-7-2/
http://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Ecclesiastes-7-3/
http://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Ecclesiastes-7-4/

could tell you their position on any vital issue and, in a week - or less - after
their death, they’re utterly forgotten....

5 It is better to hear the rebuke of the wise, than for a man to hear the
song of fools.

6 For as the crackling of thorns under a pot, so is the laughter of the fool:
this also is vanity.

7 Surely oppression maketh a wise man mad; and a gift destroyeth the
heart.

8 Better is the end of a thing than the beginning thereof: and the patient
in spirit is better than the proud in spirit.

9 Be not hasty in thy spirit to be angry: for anger resteth in the bosom of
fools.

10 Say not thou, What is the cause that the former days were better than
these? for thou dost not enquire wisely concerning this.

11 Wisdom is good with an inheritance: and by it there is profit to them
that see the sun.

12 For wisdom is a defence, and money is a defence: but the excellency of
knowledge is, that wisdom giveth life to them that have it.

~ In Proverbs we learned that “wisdom” is another Name for the Lord
Jesus Christ. Christ has been made unto us “wisdom!”’ Here, as Solomon
speaks of the middle of the road type person, he also says it is better to
have wisdom. Well, it’s certainly better to have Christ than to not have Him.
Unfortunately, the man we’re talking about wants money and worldly
wisdom — but he doesn’t care to have Christ. Of course, we all know money
cannot buy life. You may be able to find some renowned doctor who can
extend your life a few years — maybe even decades; but how long are
twenty or thirty years when you lay them down next to eternity, friends?
Let me help you out: it’s not very long at all. Only the wisdom of having the
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Lord Jesus Christ can bring us eternal life here and now and forevermore;
but most people reject Him — even while they claim to have Him. That’s not
very nice, | understand that; but that’s the reality of our contemporary
church congregation. Aside from total Biblical illiteracy, this is really the
whole problem in the modern church....

13 Consider the work of God: for who can make that straight, which he
hath made crooked?

14 In the day of prosperity be joyful, but in the day of adversity consider:
God also hath set the one over against the other, to the end that man
should find nothing after him.

15 All things have I seen in the days of my vanity: there is a just man that
perisheth in his righteousness, and there is a wicked man that
prolongeth his life in his wickedness.

16 Be not righteous over much; neither make thyself over wise: why
shouldest thou destroy thyself?

17 Be not over much wicked, neither be thou foolish: why shouldest thou
die before thy time?

18 It is good that thou shouldest take hold of this; yea, also from this
withdraw not thine hand: for he that feareth God shall come forth of them
all.

19 Wisdom strengtheneth the wise more than ten mighty men which are
in the city.

20 For there is not a just man upon earth, that doeth good, and sinneth
not.

21 Also take no heed unto all words that are spoken; lest thou hear thy
servant curse thee:
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22 For oftentimes also thine own heart knoweth that thou thyself likewise
hast cursed others.

23 All this have I proved by wisdom: | said, | will be wise; but it was far
from me.

24 That which is far off, and exceeding deep, who can find it out?

25 | applied mine heart to know, and to search, and to seek out wisdom,
and the reason of things, and to know the wickedness of folly, even of
foolishness and madness:

26 And I find more bitter than death the woman, whose heart is snares
and nets, and her hands as bands: whoso pleaseth God shall escape from
her; but the sinner shall be taken by her.

27 Behold, this have I found, saith the preacher, counting one by one, to
find out the account:

28 Which yet my soul seeketh, but I find not: one man among a thousand
have | found; but a woman among all those have | not found.

29 Lo, this only have I found, that God hath made man upright; but they
have sought out many inventions.

~ So, this is an entire section on how to “take it easy’”’ in this life. These are
the people who never get angry with others, walk softly, and aren’t
extremists. They have no profoundly personal convictions in their religion.
They aren’t left or right in religion or politics — and they will literally
compromise with anyone on almost anything they see as being in their best
interest. If they’re with one crowd, they go to the strip club; if they are with
the other crowd, they go to church. Whoever comes along — there they go.
These people usually attend church every Sunday after living like hell
Saturday night; and the world gets the impression that they are the
embodiment of “’Christians.” Well, they’re just as pagan as pagan gets,
friends. When one hears the Gospel again and again, they become more
and more hardened to it — just as Pharaoh hardened his heart.
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If you take this easy, middle-of-the-road attitude, the world community,
generally, will applaud you. They will likely even vote you man of the year,
or most valuable citizen of your state. It’s putrid and puerile living — as a
garden variety vegetable exists. It’s not how a genuine man of God lives.
We need something vital; something real. Even the simple-minded atheistic
novelist can write about Babbitt living on Main Street. That’s the picture
presented here in chapter seven; and it is the picture of most people alive
today. The hypocrisy of this lifestyle is exactly why the societies of the
world are in utter chaos. It has caused most people to view worshiping God
correctly as a complete waste of time. You can just write that all down....

Vil

1 Who is as the wise man? and who knoweth the interpretation of a
thing? a man's wisdom maketh his face to shine, and the boldness of his
face shall be changed.

2 | counsel thee to keep the king's commandment, and that in regard of
the oath of God.

3 Be not hasty to go out of his sight: stand not in an evil thing; for he
doeth whatsoever pleaseth him.

4 Where the word of a king is, there is power: and who may say unto him,
What doest thou?

5 Whoso keepeth the commandment shall feel no evil thing: and a wise
man's heart discerneth both time and judgment.

6 Because to every purpose there is time and judgment, therefore the
misery of man is great upon him.

7 For he knoweth not that which shall be: for who can tell him when it
shall be?
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8 There is no man that hath power over the spirit to retain the spirit;
neither hath he power in the day of death: and there is no discharge
in that war; neither shall wickedness deliver those that are given to it.

9 All this have | seen, and applied my heart unto every work that is done
under the sun: there is a time wherein one man ruleth over another to his
own hurt.

10 And so | saw the wicked buried, who had come and gone from the
place of the holy, and they were forgotten in the city where they had so
done: this is also vanity.

11 Because sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily,
therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil.

12 Though a sinner do evil an hundred times, and his days be prolonged,
yet surely | know that it shall be well with them that fear God, which fear
before him:

13 But it shall not be well with the wicked, neither shall he
prolong his days, which are as a shadow; because he feareth not before
God.

14 There is a vanity which is done upon the earth; that there be just men,
unto whom it happeneth according to the work of the wicked; again,
there be wicked men, to whom it happeneth according to the work of the
righteous: | said that this also is vanity.

15 Then | commended mirth, because a man hath no better thing under
the sun, than to eat, and to drink, and to be merry: for that shall abide
with him of his labour the days of his life, which God giveth him under the
sun.

16 When | applied mine heart to know wisdom, and to see the business
that is done upon the earth: (for also there is that neither day nor night
seeth sleep with his eyes:)
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17 Then | beheld all the work of God, that a man cannot find out the work
that is done under the sun: because though a man labour to seek it out,
yet he shall not find it; yea further; though a wise man think to know it,
yet shall he not be able to find it.

~ The man in chapter eight is neither hot nor cold — he’s lukewarm. Their
mantra is to avoid all trouble at any cost. This is the man living by what is
called the “golden rule.” Of course, they have no earthly idea what it
means or what it requires. This man can’t tell the difference between the
wicked and the righteous; it all seems the same to him and, candidly, they
are the same on the surface. Only true wisdom, which is Christ Jesus, can
perfect a man’s discernment. Only Christ can bring excitement, joy, peace,
and all the things we so desperately need today! Only God Almighty can
deliver us from living a mediocre existence. Only Christ can cause us to take
a stand and be honorable people. We tend to follow the crowd and seek
their approval — and we call that liberty; but what we really have are iron
fetters and chains — and absolutely no clue what liberty really is. Some
people drink and take drugs for no other reason than to fit in with their
peers. They simply cannot bear disapproval on any level. That’s what the
Lord is talking to us about here.

So, as our Spiritual Safari ends this leg of our expedition through the entire
Word of God, we’re not going with the crowd. No, we’re going the other
way with the Lord Jesus Christ today. It's a new direction — every day.
We’ve made our choice; and, if you want real freedom, you’ll come along
with Him. That means we’re leaving some people behind, too. We have a
freedom to bow down to Christ and learn the Word of God properly,
correctly and completely; and that’s where we’re going in this expedition.
The world is rebelling against that while we understand He is our Lord and
Savior. The “do-gooder” man is equally as bad as the man in prison. They’re
bound by tradition; and the rules and regulations of some small-minded
group enslave them. They follow a predictable pattern as they travel the
middle of the road. That’s their lifestyle.

There are literally billions of the ““do-gooder’ variety ilk in this world. It’s
particularly prevalent in the Roman Catholic Satanic Cult. These people will
tell you they have lived their own way for forty or more years, but God
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hasn’t done anything about it. They believe God has blessed them; and all
men come to the same end — whatever their personal philosophy of the
end is. That is the absolute saddest life anyone could possibly live.

Well, that’s the judgment of God already upon them. They’ll drink their
alcohol until they need a cure, and then they’ll die; at which time they
won’t take the middle of the road anymore. The Lord Jesus Christ is at the
end of their road —and He has eternity — they don’t. Their lampstand will
be removed and, that’s it — God’s wrath is poured out upon them, and they
are cast into the lake of fire to be chained in the blackness of darkness
forever —the end ~
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