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Vanity and Vexation of Spirit
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Ecclesiastes 1:5—-14

~ The Word of God is, by far, the most powerful, exciting and dynamic
collection of books mankind is in possession of. One of the many proofs
that the Bible is the Word of God is that, when people read it, it demands a
decision. No other “holy book” or religious writing does that. Mankind
simply cannot walk away from the Word of God with no opinion. Jesus said,
“you are either for Me or you are against Me.” There is no such thing as a
neutral position with God. Shelley said, “.... if you were to cut the words of
the Bible, they would bleed.” Because of its controversial characteristic,
many people avoid many areas of Scripture. Well, this book is a good one
for Bible teachers to bi-pass; because there are incredibly strange
statements made that are extremely difficult to explain.

Ecclesiastes is God’s retort to the philosophy of humanism. Humanism is
the besetting modern-thinking in global society. It appeals to and captures
the attention of men and women from all walks of life; and it is the
prevalent theory of our dreadful present hour in the world. Humanism
wholly defines the American lifestyle as | type this report and as you read it.
Humanism exalts and defines man as the total sum of all things. Naturally,
humanism rejects any notion of any type of God, and embarrassingly
proclaims man to be the final product of evolution. These are the ones who
claim to be the ‘captain of their fate’ and ‘master of their soul’ — and all of
those trite proverbs; if they even believe they have a soul. They usually
argue against the concept of such. From Aristotle to Walt Whitman,
humanism is taught in opposition to the Bible by discounting God’s morality
and message of salvation and repentance, and replacing it with self-ability,
self-righteousness, and self-worth. God says, “man’s righteousness is filthy
rags.”

Godless humanism is the bedrock foundation of mankind’s thought pattern
and world-view in all areas of his existence today; and it is taught from
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higher-level education university — right down to the kindergarten
classroom. They begin with a very definite and deliberate attempt to snuff
out the teaching of creation. They are afraid creation will tear down their
house of cards — and it does; otherwise, they wouldn’t waste one moment
with that which they dismiss as “myth.” They already teach Greek and
other mythology at university; and | really don’t mind that they are
teaching evolution. Evolution discredits itself eventually. So, either way, the
liberal, obviously, demonstrates a refusal to teach everything about any
particular subject. Then they claim to teach students to be “open-minded.”
Well, | have considered all of man’s theories and philosophies, and they are
either wanting, contradictory, or just plain absurd. | should also add that
the first amendment to the Constitution of the United States does not
prescribe a “separation of church and state” — no, it merely legislates that
“.... the government shall not start a religion” and that “.... government
shall not control any religion.”

See, friends, the liberal and atheist remanufacture history and redefine
words to conform to their own personal patterns of hypocrisy. They do so
because each man does that which is right in his own eyes; if they deem
murder to be right — then it’s right. If they deem Christianity to be wrong —
then, trust me, they will never think a Christian is right! That’s why they
argue that morals are relative, and sin is imaginary. Politics is saturated
with humanism; they desire to totally rule God out. So, they interfere with
the rights of Christians to their personal liberty in their own communities by
banning the proper, correct and complete teaching of creation to their
children. Of course, they don’t quite approach their thinking that way; but
to understand that what they really want is a ban on Biblical teaching — in
the name of freedom — is where they literally have no clue of their internal
conflict. It’s alarming to interact with those people. Increasingly,
governments are discovering that outright banning of the Bible altogether
is not feasible; so, they have actually designed certain false teachings to
replace sound doctrine. That’s much more harmful to the cause of Christ.
It’s just another way the liberal refuses to adhere to their own laws. Trying
to reason with an atheist and liberal is an exercise in abject futility.
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Further, humanism has infected the church; because “liberalism” is just the
religious form of humanism. It has many names and labels. They both take
the emphasis off of God and place it on man. For example, they take the
Sermon on the Mount in Matthew chapters five, six and seven, and claim it
to be anthropocentric — man centered — when it is undeniably Theocentric —
God centered. Even when man is enjoined to do good works in the kingdom
age, he will only do them to glorify our Father in Heaven! God just happens
to be the One Who sets moral standards today. Man has free choice to
reject His standards, but they are still the governing laws and principles that

apply.

Each of those systems leads to a dreamy world of moonbeams and
shadows; illusions that hopelessly dash any satisfaction of life on the rocks
of reality — and that’s the direction mankind is heading in full-throttle
today, too. This safari through Ecclesiastes is going to unmask all of these
theories man clings to. God Himself is going to demonstrate how insane
man’s Godless philosophies are — and always have been — and always will
be; because they lead to destruction. We need to keep these factual truths
before us as we proceed in the Bible — and as we proceed in our lives....

5 The sun also ariseth, and the sun goeth down, and hasteth to his place
where he arose.

6 The wind goeth toward the south, and turneth about unto the north; it
whirleth about continually, and the wind returneth again according to his
circuits.

7 All the rivers run into the sea; yet the sea is not full; unto the place from
whence the rivers come, thither they return again.

~ Obviously, Solomon was the leading scientist of his day. Israel has always
been far in front of the rest of the world with technology and warfare.
Somehow, King Solomon knew all about worldly intelligence. Well, the
most fascinating discovery was an agonizing monotony in nature. But, even
in monotonous drudgery, there is that which we can depend on. The
rotating world, for example, makes the sun appear to come up and go
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down at a determined time each day — and, of course, man depends heavily
upon that. Solomon is also tacitly speaking of the laws of evaporation.
Moisture is elevated into the air. Then, the wind comes along and moves it
around. There are rivers and lakes above us, and God moves them from
over the sea to over land where they can pour out. That all follows laws of
nature that we now know Solomon was completely aware of and correct
about. Literally nothing happens haphazardly in this world; although we
may perceive to experience random events....

8 All things are full of labour; man cannot utter it: the eye is not satisfied
with seeing, nor the ear filled with hearing.

~ If you don’t believe this is true, then you must not live in modern society;
because people can watch television and play mindless video games most
of their waking hours — if not all. Man can never get enough of what he
has. We all love to travel to new places and see new landscapes and
scenery. Mankind will never exhaust his curiosity of the exploration of this
universe. He is determined to go as far as he can with what he has to take
him there. The more we learn, the more we understand that we must learn
more! Learning necessarily reveals there is more to learn. That’s frustrating
for a lost mankind, to be sure. This universe is dramatically oversized for
little man. Frankly, even in an eternity, | don’t see mankind ever fully
comprehending our entire universe; | believe that knowledge is a bridge
too far. In contrast, my cat doesn’t know the distance to the moon, and |
seriously don’t think she cares. That cat’s world is a very small world. In
fact, her entire existence sometimes revolves exclusively around a bowl| of
tuna juice. Even so, that animal seems more content with her life than
many people | know....

9 The thing that hath been, it is that which shall be; and that which is
done is that which shall be done: and there is no new thing under the sun.

~ Manufactured gadgetry isn’t anything new to man. Sure, we have
technological advancements, but the elements that comprise said gadgetry
has always been on earth. All we have really done are reshape atoms into
different things. They aren’t new — they’re just different. Kids have always
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had toys. Grown up’s have always had toys. The constant is vanity. The
thing which shall be done is vanity. Nothing new means vanity isn’t new to
mankind; and man will always be a vain creature. Solomon was exactly
correct, obviously. The apparatuses whereby man exhibits vanity will
change — but they aren’t new — they’re as old as dirt....

10 Is there any thing whereof it may be said, See, this is new? it hath been
already of old time, which was before us.

11 There is no remembrance of former things; neither shall there
be any remembrance of things that are to come with those that shall
come dfter.

12 | the Preacher was king over Israel in Jerusalem.

13 And | gave my heart to seek and search out by wisdom concerning
all things that are done under heaven: this sore travail hath God given to
the sons of man to be exercised therewith.

14 | have seen all the works that are done under the sun; and, behold,
all is vanity and vexation of spirit.

~ Well, our Spiritual Safari ends this leg of our expedition through the
entire Word of God on a doleful note. Be prepared for more of these
endings in Ecclesiastes. Solomon’s premise for his subsequent experiments
will have to be based on one disastrous prerequisite: there is nothing new
under the sun. All is empty, vain and futile. Doing it again will merely
reinforce that truth. Yes, we have airplanes and computers and self-driving
automobiles; but the heart of mankind has not changed in any way, shape
or form since Cain killed Abel. These things around us do not give us
anything new. No deep and lasting satisfaction can come from any of man’s
inventions — | don’t care what you have or how much of it.

Solomon lived about a thousand years before Christ, and we live about two
thousand years after; so, three thousand years have gone by, and man
doesn’t know any more about philosophy than Solomon did. There has
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been no improvement in wisdom. Knowledge cannot satisfy man, either.
Some people today say that all previous methods of education have been a
waste of time. That makes me ask myself how good the present
replacement method is. How reliable can it be? It’s likely a waste of time.
Man can never know God through wisdom and philosophy; and man can
never get rid of God through those means. Man never really seems to
discover the truly important things; because understanding the important
things of life only comes through spiritual discernment and revelation.

Now, there is ONE thing new Solomon likely did not fully understand: the
new birth — being born again. That can only ever happen by receiving the
Lord Jesus as our Savior. The extent of Old Testament saints’ knowledge of
the grace of Jesus Christ has always been a question for me. Either way,
Christ is the only thing new that’s going to be coming your way in this
lifetime friends. Jesus is always new, and renewed, when we make time for
Him in a daily Bible study. If you are already born again, Jesus is new to you
each and every day. Stay close to Him as we locate His presence on every
page of Scripture ~
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