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~ In our last report from our Spiritual Safari expedition through the entire
Word of God, we learned how anyone can turn to the Lord Jesus Christ at
any time. Whenever a sincere soul is prepared to trust Him, and obey Him
— they will be received by Him. The safari message today is, “.... be ye
reconciled to God.” The Lord Jesus Christ is peace for both Jew and Gentile.
In times past, there was a partition between the two; but God has now
broken that wall down and made a new man —one body. Every believer, all
of us, as Christians, are made one in Christ today — and we are His holy
temple. Because we have the reconciliation of peace with God, we should
also have peace with other believers. Black people, white people, red
people, yellow people — all people who have accepted Christ as their Savior
— are exactly the same in the eyes of God when they love the Lord Jesus
and His Word.

The emphasis in this passage of Scripture is on the glory of Jesus Christ! He
made peace for us by His work on the cross; and those who believe and
trust in Him are placed IN the body of believers. In the Old Testament, God
made a distinction between Jews and the rest of the world, by separating
Israel from the nations surrounding them. That difference led to a spiritual
arrogance and pride on the part of the nation that, frankly, God hated.
Their pride also brought hatred on the human level between them and
Gentiles. So much hate. Only when the two come together in Christ can
peace result. That happens because of a new position, but also because a
new creation comes into existence. Paul calls that new creation the “new
man.” Paul told the Corinthians, “.... give none offense; neither to the Jew
nor the Gentile nor to the church of God.”

According to God, the Gentile is not brought up to the status of a Jew —the
Gentile is, actually, brought much higher. Both are raised to a new level in
the One Who is even higher than all when they are IN Christ Jesus! Let’s try
this illustration: imagine two statues. One is lead and one is silver. Both are
melted down and combined to become gold. That’s EXACTLY how we are
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brought together in Christ, friends. Anyone who knows anything about this
so-called safari knows that | wholly reject the philosophy of the ““universal
brotherhood of man and the universal fatherhood of God.” To me, that
represents the most damnable heresy ever concocted. The only brothers |
have are those who are in Christ. If you believe what the Spirit of God is
revealing to you through me, then you’re my brother. If you reject the
message that Lord Jesus Christ has for you today, then you are a child of
the devil. In that case, you are not my brother — or mother — or sister —
or any spiritual, or other, relation to me; because that would be impossible.
There are two types of people in this world today: lost and saved — period.

The temple that succeeded the Mosaic tabernacle was marked by
partitions. There were three entrances to three divisions: the outer court,
the Holy Place, and the Holy of Holies. Then, there were sections
partitioned off for priests, Jews, women and Gentiles. When Christ died on
the cross, He removed the veil that partitioned off the Holy of Holies; and
He became the way, the truth, and the light — by which we all have direct
access to our Father in Heaven. In this new temple, there are no walled-off
sections separating us. Now, the entire Word of God is going out to the
entire world and the Gospel is being preached to every man in sound
doctrine....

14 For Christ is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken
down the middle wall of partition between us;

15 Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of
commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain
one new man, so making peace;

16 And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross,
having slain the enmity thereby:

17 And came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to them
that were nigh.

18 For through Christ Jesus we both have access by the Holy Spirit unto
our Father in Heaven.
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~ Verse eighteen reveals the Trinity, friends. Christ, the Holy Spirit, and the
Father — all right here in one place, in our Spiritual Safari. The glorious
privilege, and one of the benefits of justification by faith, now afforded to
all believers, is direct and unfettered access to God. However, let’s be
careful to understand that most Christians assume they can rush into the
Throne Room of God in some brazen and boastful way. Well, that will spell
disaster for them. First, if we have unconfessed sins in our life, we won’t
even get near the outer court of the Throne Room. We will N-E-V-E-R stand
before the Father in a filthy garment, my beloved — you can just write that
down. Only when we have been washed in the Word of God, cleansed by
the Blood of the Lamb, received the blood-tipped ear, and have been given
a NEW garment, will we ever bow in the presence of the Father. VERY few
Christians ever get to this place. They all have a right to come before the
Father — but it can only be done ONE way — THIS way. His way! As a side
note, there is no “war room,” by the way. God does the fighting — we do
the standing before Him. Make a very definite note of all of these deeply
profound truths....

19 Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but
fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God;

20 And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus
Christ himself being the chief corner stone;

~ Verses nineteen through twenty-two bring us the meaning of the
construction of the temple. In this new temple, we’re members of the
family of God. We're no more servants, but we are now sons. John said, “....
| write unto you, little children, because your sins are forgiven you for his
name's sake. | write unto you, fathers, because ye have known him that

is from the beginning. | write unto you, young men, because ye have
overcome the wicked one. | write unto you, little children, because ye have
known the Father. | have written unto you, fathers, because ye have known
him that is from the beginning. | have written unto you, young men,
because ye are strong, and the word of God abideth in you, and ye have
overcome the wicked one. Love not the world, neither the things that are in
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the world. If any man loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him”’
— first John chapter two verses twelve through fifteen.

That passage in John represents a new relationship that was utterly foreign
to Old Testament saints. Even King David, the man after God’s own heart,
was ALWAYS called “My servant David,” by the Lord. Moses —same thing —
“servant of God.” Paul also said in Philippians, chapter three verse twenty,
“.... for our citizenship is in Heaven,; from whence also we look for our
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ....”” We belong to Heaven, and we are built
upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets — Who is the Lord Jesus
Christ! The prophets and apostles laid the doctrine of the early church; and
that just happens to be what we are teaching here in this Spiritual Safari.
Luke says, in Acts chapter two, “.... and they continued stedfastly in the
apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.
And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs were done by
the apostles. And all that believed were together, and had all things
common....”

As another side note, there has been a whole lot of writing about the
identity of Old Testament prophets; and that the prophets are in the same
classification as the apostles seems to designate the apostles as New
Testament prophets. Let’s not get too bogged down in this theology, but |
believe we can confirm this truth in chapter three of Ephesians; and | feel it
is a worthwhile fact to point out. Further, verse twenty of chapter two
refers to the Lord Jesus as the “chief cornerstone’” —and that means Christ
is the Rock on which the church is built. Paul said, “.... according to the
grace of God, which is given unto me, as a wise master builder, | have laid
the foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed
how he buildeth thereupon. For other foundation can no man lay than that
is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if any man build upon this foundation
gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; Every man's work shall be
made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by
fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is”” — first
Corinthians chapter three verse eleven.

Further, Peter said, “.... wherefore also it is contained in the scripture,
Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he that

Ephesians 2:14 - 22
)
Page 4 of 8



believeth on him shall not be confounded. Unto you therefore which
believe he is precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the stone which
the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner, And a
stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at
the word, being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed. But

ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar
people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you
out of darkness into his marvellous light: Which in time past were not a
people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but
now have obtained mercy” — first Peter chapter two verses six through
ten.

Peter just happened to understand the Lord Jesus when Jesus said, “/ say
unto thee that thou art Peter, and upon this Rock, | will build My church;
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”” Make no mistake, friends,
Jesus was speaking of Himself as the Rock; any “church” that distorts this
truth is of Satan — period. All of the apostles had the same doctrine....

21 In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy
sanctuary in the Lord:

22 In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through
the Spirit.

~You and | are a permanent temple of God in the Holy Spirit! The analogy
refers to the temple of the Old Testament; and the Old Testament ritual is
more than obvious; however, the contrast is revealed in the analogy. There
were many buildings in the temple at Jerusalem, but Paul isn’t talking about
individual buildings. No, Paul is referring to each individual believer who is
fitted into the total complete structure of the temple. We're all stones
fitted together and built upon the Chief Cornerstone, the Lord Jesus. So,
what we have is a temple that is currently under construction; which is
extremely interesting because, in Paul’s day, the day in which we are
studying — Herod’s temple was incomplete. By the time Ephesians was
written, the temple had been one hundred plus years under construction —
and still wasn’t complete. Less than ten years after this writing of Paul, the
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temple was utterly destroyed —in 70 AD by Titus the Roman —and it wasn’t
complete at that time, either.

The church is currently under construction; although my personal belief is
that it will be finished within the next generation, and the rapture will be
complete within the next hundred years. Of course, | could be totally and
completely wrong about that. Even so, in the meantime, it is growing unto
a holy sanctuary — although all indications seem to point to exactly the
opposite; | can only go by what the Word of God says — and it says, in verse
twenty-one, that the church is growing. Naturally, the church isn’t being
built by placing one physical stone on top of another in a cold process
application; although God is taking dead materials — dead in trespasses and
sins —and giving them life as they are born again. Solomon’s temple was
built without the sound of a hammer or tool; and in the same way the Holy
Spirit silently places each dead sinner through regeneration and baptism
into the living temple. By one Spirit are we all baptized into one body; Jew
or Gentile — bond or free — all have been made to drink into one Spirit.

God calls this a holy sanctuary because the Holy Spirit indwells it. By the
baptism of the Holy Spirit, the sinner saved by grace is placed in the Lord
Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit also indwells each individual believer. Paul tells
us we are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit of God. If any man have not the
Spirit of Christ, then that man is none of His. The temple of Christ is a
permanent habitation of God the Father in the Holy Spirit. When we go to
church on Sundays, and congregate as believers, the Holy Spirit is present
and, in that sense, God is in that place at that time; but when those
believers go home, then that particular building becomes absolutely empty.
We have seen that in several previous reports. Even so, when believers
assemble in a church setting, the impression should be made upon the
outside lost and unbelieving world that God is in His Holy Temple. The lost
man should believe God can be found in a church service. Unfortunately,
that’s not happening today — and that’s what | base my statement
regarding the rapture on. Now, friends, I’'m sorry if | seem like all | do is
criticize; but the world is NOT sure that God is meeting with anyone
anymore — that’s just a fact. If they were sure, then there would be a whole
lot more people attending our safari.
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Alright, as our Spiritual Safari comes near to chapter three in our next
report, we'll see the church as a mystery; and it will be the end of the
doctrinal aspect of Ephesians. From chapter four on, we’re going to move
to the practical side of this epistle and, believe me, we’re going to get
practical. As far as “mystery,” we’ll get the explanation — the definition —
and yet another great prayer for power, wisdom, spiritual judgment,
understanding and knowledge. Why don’t you pray for all of those things
today, my safari friends? There is a great deal of misunderstanding about
what the church, as a mystery, really means. There are two extreme
viewpoints that have been made in modern times — and those viewpoints
are more of a mystery to me than the church is. “Mystery” in Ephesians
means something that had not previously been revealed, but is currently
being made manifest. In this case, it is the church — which was never
revealed in the Old Testament. Friends, make no mistake: the church is
solely a revelation of the New Testament.

The church mystery could also be called a “’divine secret.” It can also be
labeled “truth.” | like both definitions. We have been over this thoroughly
in the first chapter, and | don’t intend to over-state it. We’ve reached a
complicated teaching; which | already told you was going to happen — way
back in report number one of this Ephesian leg of our expedition through
the entire Word of God. Well, one group of extreme thinking totally ignores
the teaching of Paul, and treats the church as a continuation of the nation
Israel. They make an attempt to appropriate all of the promises God made
to them at that time. There is actually a version of the Bible that lists
subjects at the top of each page. Well, in the Old Testament, in one version,
one page lists, “Blessings for the Church” as a topic; and that is in a section
of the prophets of Israel. Then, on another page in another section of the
Old Testament, this version lists “Curses for Israel.” | find it humorous but
sadly interesting that the church took the blessings for itself, but left the
curses for Israel. That’s how one blasphemes Holy Writ by “worshipping
God,” friends. Both belong to Israel; but this error is exactly how the
extremist erroneously concludes that the church is an extension of Israel —
and it is a real problem for them theologically.

The second extreme group places an unnecessary and undue emphasis on
Paul’s statement when he says, “.... He made known unto me the mystery
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and my knowledge in the mystery of Christ” and they regard the “mystery”
as a peculiar revelation Paul had. Well, we’re going to learn very definitely
that’s not accurate, either. The tragic result of this pernicious practice is a
shifting of the date of the conception of the church to some later time after
Pentecost. That creates a sliding scale upon which several dates have been
suggested by various organized religions. Interestingly, when one date
becomes untenable, they simply ignore that they were wrong, and adopt
another date. It doesn’t get much more ridiculous than that.

Those are the groups who will fight me more than anyone else in religious
circles. They always call me a ““hyper-dispensationalist,” but that cannot be
accurate, because the hyper-dispensationalist fights me tooth and nail as
well. Well, | rejoice in all of that, my beloved readers, because a man just
happens to be defined by his enemies. If you really want to understand my
Biblical position, then ask the liberal, and ask the hyper-dispensationalist —
and then ask those who do not conform their lives to the Word of God
about me. They are always the ones who believe some parts of the Bible
were written later and other parts of Scripture are misinterpreted by man;
and that it isn’t important to know the whole Bible anyways — and that no
one can know the entirety of Holy Writ — and on and on with all of that
garbage. You’ll find that NONE of those three groups care much for a
sincere, educated, systematic, proper, correct and complete Bible study.
They wouldn’t read one of these reports in full if you paid them a million
dollars. In closing, let me tell you: that’s fine with me — because | love my
enemies just the way they are, friends — every single one of them; because
my enemies reveal all there is to know about me. | wouldn’t have you any
other way, to be quite frank ~
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