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The World in Their Heart
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~ King Solomon was a man under the sun; very much like you and me, and
myriad multitudes who have preceded us in the history of mankind. There’s
nothing new today. In Ecclesiastes, Solomon is writing about the things of
the world. Ecclesiastes bears a natural similarity to the Book of Proverbs;
which Solomon also wrote, and which we have previously considered in our
expedition through the entire Word of God — yet there is a remarkable
difference. As you have likely noticed, there are many proverbs in
Ecclesiastes. There is a very definite message for young people here; and
the last chapter will bear down on that point until the pencil lead breaks
and our paper rips, as Solomon says, “.... remember now thy Creator in the
days of thy youth.” | believe many people today are discovering the Word
of God properly, correctly and completely, and the Spirit of God is opening
their eyes and ears — and changing lives. | receive communication from
people all over the world indicating exactly that. If | didn’t believe God
wholeheartedly, friends, | would throw my Bible in the garbage can and
renounce Christianity.

Being born again happens suddenly; but it takes a long time to learn to
walk. After learning to walk, we have to learn to talk. After we learn to talk
and develop an articulate vocabulary, we have to learn to use it properly,
correctly and completely to communicate the Gospel message to others.
That means learning to tell the truth! That process requires decades of
Bible study to execute. We all have a difficult time learning to walk. Some
never do learn. Very few develop the ability to communicate with our
Father in Heaven. Frankly, | don’t hear very much about being born again
these days. It seems that most people only use that term when defined by
their own preconceived notions of whatever they think it means — or want
it to mean. The definitions | see regarding this truth are rarely Biblical
definitions anymore. Well, since the Lord Jesus Himself first gave the term
“born again” — and Personally defined it — | think we should use His
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definition — and His definition only. Jesus said, “... we must be born of
water and of spirit.”

| teach the water is the Word of God, in spiritual terms — because water is
used in that connection throughout both the Old and the New Testament.
So, this means the Holy Spirit takes the Word of God and regenerates us
with it. That’s Christ’s definition; so that’s my definition - and there’s no
trace of human instrumentality mentioned in connection with this
anywhere in Scriptures. No, as far as being born again is concerned, only
the Spirit of God can take His Word and make it real, meaningful and
relevant to our lives — thereby producing a new birth. That’s what Jesus
said, friends. It has nothing to do with reforming our old nature. That which
is born of the flesh is flesh —and it will always be corruptible. We can clean
the flesh up, dress it very nicely — and make it smell good. We can educate
the flesh, and teach it manners. However, even after all of that so-called
improvement, the old nature cannot be changed; it never has been
changed — and it never will be. Let’s keep Bible teaching that way, friends
—you know, so we can actually say it is Biblical. That’s the premise you’ll
have to work with in this safari, or you won’t be with us for very long — | can
promise you that....

1 To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the
heaven:

2 A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck
up that which is planted;

3 A time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to
build up;

4 A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to
dance;
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5 A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time
to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;

6 A time to get, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast
away;

7 A time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to
speak;

8 A time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a time of peace.
9 What profit hath he that worketh in that wherein he laboureth?

101 have seen the travail, which God hath given to the sons of men to be
exercised in it.

11 He hath made every thing beautiful in his time: also he hath set the
world in their heart, so that no man can find out the work that God
maketh from the beginning to the end.

12 | know that there is no good in them, but for a man to rejoice, and to
do good in his life.

13 And also that every man should eat and drink, and enjoy the good of
all his labour, it is the gift of God.

14 | know that, whatsoever God doeth, it shall be for ever: nothing can be
put to it, nor any thing taken from it: and God doeth it, that men should
fear before him.

~ So, having tried and failed obtaining satisfaction through wisdom,
philosophy, humanism, science, pleasure and materialism so far — those
things which natural men do in an attempt to bring peace and meaning to
their lives — Solomon is going to need a new experiment — because he has
discovered those cannot satisfy his heart. His new experiment is called
fatalism. If you haven’t read our previous four reports from Ecclesiastes, |
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suggest you go back and do so now. This chapter reveals that Solomon had
surrendered to an attitude of simply accepting anything and everything
that came along in his life. This is the viewpoint many express as they say,
“.... I just take life as it comes, one day at a time.” The resulting pathetic
modern cliché is, “.... if you can’t beat them join them.”

Fatalism is the modus operandi in our contemporary, Godless, free-capital
business world. Many people amass family fortunes perverting the thinking
of others through this heretical philosophy; from self-help books to
seminars that may even sprinkle in a little Jesus for credibility. None of
those people are happy, friends — not one. They have no real joy. They’re
typically impossible to live with. Their spouses are equally as miserable. A
huge percentage end in divorce or suicide. They never rejoice in the simple
things of life. Now, | understand they have their cocktail hour in the
evening to “unwind” — which renders them sociable for some period of
time. But after that, it’s best to avoid them altogether. That’s the mood of
contemporary society as people search for a way to tolerate and continue
on in their lives.

Solomon looked around his kingdom and saw his people in trouble
everywhere, experiencing problems in all aspects of their being. He is
saying, in essence, that there is nothing but problems all around him; but if
he could escape some of it, then he considered himself lucky. See, God has
allowed man to set these worldly things in his heart, so we might see that
there is something missing, and that the things of the world will never fill
the emptiness in a heart. Every man starts out in life desiring to acquire
everything he can. The natural viewpoint of man’s philosophy is that life is
an orange to squeeze every drop of juice they can drain from it. Later,
when people discover they have a terribly bitter cup of something that isn’t
orange juice, they change their outlook slightly, and admit life is really a
lemon; so, an idiots proverb was coined from that. If life gives you lemons,
but you don’t have water and sugar, you can’t make lemonade. Attempting
to manufacture something sweet out of what they have ends with a sour
mess. Unfortunately for them, in this analogy, the Lord Jesus Christ is the
only sweetener available; so, they never produce anything useful. The next
declaration in their lives is: all is vanity and vexation of spirit!
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Well, there’s another group in this crowd: the “do-gooders.” These people
say, “.... well, | just try to do the best | can; and that’s all | can do” —and |
think they honestly want to do the best they can — but they don’t. These
are those who typically espouse, “.... | see nothing wrong with sex outside
of marriage, drinking alcohol or using drugs” — and they sincerely don’t
recognize any problem with fatalism. Some of them might even
acknowledge God’s will as being primary; but they’re not trusting or
obeying Jesus Christ according to the Word of God. They do what they want
to do; and whatever happens, they label it God’s will! The atheistic version
says that if it is not the Lord’s will for them to be saved, then they won’t be
saved. They never come to a realization God has already said it is His will
for them to be saved. See, fatalism leaves absolutely no place for the love,
grace and mercy of God! Interestingly, these are also the ones who ALWAYS
complain that they have unanswered prayer in their lives. Well, they DO
have unanswered prayer; and there is always one of three reasons for
unanswered prayers:

Psalm 66:18 If | regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me ~

James 4:3 Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may
consume it upon your lusts ~

Only God'’s grace and mercy resulting from performing His direct will can
ever make this life fun and exciting. “Stuff’” won’t do it. Rapacity is futile.
Christ is the only way fulfillment, satisfaction of life, joy and peace can ever
possibly come to the human heart. The third reason for unanswered prayer
is unconfessed sins in our lives — which is what Psalm chapter sixty six says,
but in another way. Our fellowship with God the Father is irreparably
broken by unconfessed sins in our lives; and it can only be restored by
Christ, Who says to us, “when you confess your sins, | am just and able to
forgive you your sins.” That is the number one problem in most people’s
lives; and it necessarily — by de facto — leads to an employment of the
philosophy of fatalism....
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15 That which hath been is now; and that which is to be hath already
been; and God requireth that which is past.

16 And moreover | saw under the sun the place of
judgment, that wickedness was there; and the place of
righteousness, that iniquity was there.

17 I said in mine heart, God shall judge the righteous and the wicked:
for there is a time there for every purpose and for every work.

18 I said in mine heart concerning the estate of the sons of men, that God
might manifest them, and that they might see that they themselves are
beasts.

19 For that which befalleth the sons of men befalleth beasts; even one
thing befalleth them: as the one dieth, so dieth the other; yea, they have
all one breath; so that a man hath no preeminence above a beast: for
all is vanity.

20 All go unto one place; all are of the dust, and all turn to dust again.

21 Who knoweth the spirit of man that goeth upward, and the spirit of
the beast that goeth downward to the earth?

22 Wherefore | perceive that there is nothing better, than that a man
should rejoice in his own works; for that is his portion: for who shall bring
him to see what shall be after him?

~ Beginning in verse sixteen, we see yet another philosophical experiment
being tested by Solomon, and it is that of egoism — a.k.a. egotism. That is
an excessive love of self. It is an individual self-interest that comprises the
summum bonum of life. Some of these people appear as — and are — very
respectable people, on the surface. They involve themselves in worthwhile
projects — and may even acknowledge the total depravity of mankind.
What they never accept is an optimistic conclusion. They generally accept
the theory of evolution, which proclaims man is a beast. They believe death
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ends it all. That viewpoint causes one to despise others; because, in that
existence, nothing in this world matters. Their philosophy produced the
caste system of India, and the class system in the rest of the world. It is the
reason for the ghetto, the slum, and a segregated society. This is what is
taught in our schools today; they say man was a beast —and many are
taught they are a beast — it just depends on the timing one accepts. They
identify only with their environment, and they do not believe they have a
soul or spirit; and the final result is a reactionary existence that proclaims
one only need live for themselves.

Solomon says the truth of the matter in this life is that we can’t trust
anyone. It’s a cynical view of the human race; but it is undeniably accurate
—and the egoist understands it fully. We're like kittens in a cage. We play
together and look cute — but when feeding time comes, the brothers and
sisters have no problem pushing the small one out and letting it starve to
death. If someone doesn’t hand-feed the smallest kitten, it shall surely die.
It’s not encouraging. In the end, it’s tragically ugly. This is yet another
viewpoint of man under the sun living for himself; and serving only his own
self-interests. It’s just another path to discovering all is vain and empty.

One man of the world feels he is better than the next man — and more
entitled — and they actually believe that they are! Ultimately, they are
selfish, self-centered, and even more narrow-minded; all while claiming to
be “critical thinkers” and “open-minded.” Well, they couldn’t be any
further from either of those things; they are the only ones who cannot
understand their problem. That’s egoism, friends; it teaches that this life is
all there is. It is a contemporary teaching and, because it has been around
forever, you can call it anything you want to; but the psychiatrist’s office is
jam-packed with these types....

IV

1 So I returned, and considered all the oppressions that are done under
the sun: and behold the tears of such as were oppressed, and they had no
comforter; and on the side of their oppressors there was power; but they
had no comforter.
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2 Wherefore | praised the dead which are already dead more than the
living which are yet alive.

3 Yea, better is he than both they, which hath not yet been, who hath not
seen the evil work that is done under the sun.

4 Again, | considered all travail, and every right work, that for this a man
is envied of his neighbour. This is also vanity and vexation of spirit.

5 The fool foldeth his hands together, and eateth his own flesh.

6 Better is an handful with quietness, than both the hands full with travail
and vexation of spirit.

7 Then I returned, and | saw vanity under the sun.

8 There is one alone, and there is not a second; yea, he hath neither child
nor brother: yet is there no end of all his labour; neither is his eye satisfied
with riches; neither saith he, For whom do I labour, and bereave my soul
of good? This is also vanity, yea, it is a sore travail.

9 Two are better than one; because they have a good reward for their
labour.

~ So, our Spiritual Safari through the entire Word of God ends this leg of
our expedition continuing our examination of the philosophy of egoism —
with man opposed to and rebelling against the establishment, while
simultaneously proclaiming they wish they had never been born. They
generally rail against the political oppression of the poor; but they only act
to do something about it to further their own self-righteousness. It’s all just
a big show. The poor never seem to receive much of the help the do-
gooders claim to have perpetuated. The man who is sincerely trying to do
what is right by feeding the masses Living Bread in sound doctrine is
rejected, stymied, and insulted by the egotist as wasting time. For the
egoist, there is literally no way out of this life. Everything is pointless.
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As we close out this report, let’s keep this real, shall we? Feeding the poor,
as an example, is fine and noble — until you start taking pictures of yourself
doing it — and making it a point to be seen as the hero — at which time
everything becomes absolutely wrong. The poor always get a bad deal, to
be sure — and they are greatly oppressed — but all protest movements
against poverty begin with a self-absorbed, self-serving, self-righteous heart
of egoism. The profound cynicism and pessimism in the world is what’s
real, my beloved; and the only cure for the mental malady of egoism
plaguing our modern society is the Lord Jesus Christ and the Word of God
being understood, accepted and practiced — properly, correctly and
completely ~
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