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In the Multitude of Dreams
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Ecclesiastes 5:7 — 6:12

~ Solomon conducted myriad social, psychological and scientific
experiments during his lifetime in a desperate attempt to satisfy his heart.
Very few men — if any — have ever had the time, money and resources
King Solomon had to carry out his inquiries. Our last report from our
Spiritual Safari brought us his examination of religion. Unfortunately, his
trial of religion did not include God Almighty. No, it only included a form of
religion; one with empty rituals and meaningless ceremonies — no mention
of the True and Living God of Israel — so, naturally, it couldn’t —and didn’t
— satisfy his heart. Frankly, | believe it was the most disappointing study he
conducted of them all. We had better be super duper careful when we start
dealing with God, friends; because He is a consuming fire. God is a reality
Who means business with us in a very definite way....

Vv

7 For in the multitude of dreams and many words there
are also divers vanities: but fear thou God.

~ Dreams and wordy religious philosophies are no substitute for a personal
relationship with the Lord Jesus in His Word. Many people tell me they
have had a dream or experience, and they try to ascribe an interpretation
thereof to the Bible. Well, dreams, visions and experience just don’t
happen to be the way the Lord communicates with His children today.
Now, | understand God spoke in times past in many different ways to the
prophets; but, today, He has given us the Word of God — which became
flesh — by which He speaks to us. There is NO other way the Lord is going to
reveal His direct will for our lives to our hearts outside of the Bible; and we
can know this very definitely:
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Hebrews 1: 1 God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time
past unto the fathers by the prophets, 2 Hath in these last days spoken unto
us by his Son....” ~

If you are trying to use your experience to test the Word of God — as
opposed to using the Word of God to test your experience —then your
conclusions are going to be incorrect; even when they seem to be right. If
you are ever to try the spirits to see if they are of God, you’ll necessarily
have to forget your dream or vision and remember Jesus Christ in Scripture.
Relying on dreams today is the religion Solomon relied on in his day. It
appeals to emotions and aesthetic senses, and employs personal
experiences which can never be trusted. If your faith rests upon some
dreamy obscure experience from a middle of the night thought, imagined
as your body processes a big bowl of spaghetti — or something — and not
on the face value of the naked Word of God — then | can tell you very
definitely that you don’t have a saving faith; it cannot be otherwise. The
question is: do we have a religion, or do we have the Lord Jesus? ~

8 If thou seest the oppression of the poor, and violent perverting of
judgment and justice in a province, marvel not at the matter: for he that
is higher than the highest regardeth; and there be higher than they.

~ Alright, we spoke of the poverty programs mankind has concocted, sans
Holy Writ, in our previous report; and there is almost one hundred percent
corruption in our American welfare system today. Well, God will deal with
this type of outright fraud in a nation as He deals with nothing else. Those
who take advantage of and attempt to amass their own wealth at the
expense of the poor are going to be judged in a way no other misconduct
will be judged — you can just write that down, my friends. The programs
that makes most people feel extremely generous and highly righteous is
typically steeped in criminal wrongdoing. No genuine Christian can have
any part of something like that and expect to be blessed. God is going to
handle this extortion in His time — make no mistake about that.

History bears this out in world ruler after world ruler who have all come
and gone. The French Revolution, for example, was a horrible and terrifying
time and place to be alive. A small handful of men became extremely rich
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at the expense of an entire nation of dirt-poor people. Today, in China —
and in many other countries — there are but two classes of people: the
ultra-rich and the equivalent of slaves who live in mud-huts. That’s all the
judgment of God — and nothing else. When the Lord Jesus Christ
establishes His Kingdom here on earth, the poor are going to receive fair
rule. The poor NEVER receive justice, righteousness, or fairness today. Now,
| don’t think it will include a dole system, though; each person will make a
contribution, and receive fair compensation for said contribution, but let’s
move on....

9 Moreover the profit of the earth is for all: the king himself is served by
the field.

10 He that loveth silver shall not be satisfied with silver; nor he that loveth
abundance with increase: this is also vanity.

11 When goods increase, they are increased that eat them: and what
good is there to the owners thereof, saving the beholding of them with
their eyes?

12 The sleep of a labouring man is sweet, whether he eat little or much:
but the abundance of the rich will not suffer him to sleep.

13 There is a sore evil which I have seen under the sun, namely, riches
kept for the owners thereof to their hurt.

~ Alright, Solomon moves on to yet another assessment of life — wealth —
of which he had excesses. Solomon had cornered the gold market, and the
wealth of the entire known world was Israel’s at this time in which we are
studying. Wealth isn’t quite rapacity or pleasure — both of which we have
already seen Solomon attempt in his experiments — although they are
closely related. Interestingly, religion without God and a desire for wealth
always go hand in hand — just as they are presented here in Ecclesiastes.
Well, the accumulation of gold is what eventually brought the downfall of
the southern kingdom of Judah. You will remember that Hezekiah, during
his fifteen year life-extension that God gave him, showed the nation’s
wealth to the ambassadors from Babylon and, when they told
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Nebuchadnezzar about what they had seen, old man Nebi had to have it.
The king of Babylon financed many wars by stealing everything from the
temple in Jerusalem! Without the gold, | doubt Nebuchadnezzar would
have ever bothered conquering Judah.

The modern corporate executive who sees a huge profit at the end of a
fiscal year is never satisfied with those results for more than a few days.
Gains may bring a fleeting sense of security and a fake happiness that lasts
until the drunken stupor subsides; but it won’t bring real joy or lasting
satisfaction. Next year, they’ll necessarily require MORE profits. It’s a never-
ending cycle of the love of money. Wealth, in and of itself, is never wrong;
and Scripture never condemns material wealth. What the Bible repeatedly
condemns is the love of money. Of course, money is not evil — but loving it
is the root of all evil. Many people accumulate money and stuff just for the
sake of having stuff; and Solomon says they do so to their own hurt. That’s
an axiom of truth that can never be changed. Personally, | have seen this
played out to the inth degree.

Money and wealth create a major division between people. If you don’t
think so, explain the walled-communities and gates of privacy around the
homes of the rich — not to mention the myriad security devices they employ
to feel safer. They spend vast amounts to purchase security — but expensive
gadgets IN NO WAY assures unity or safety in any shape, form or fashion.
The greedy man believes dollars are flat so they can be stacked, and the
spend-thrift think they are round so they can be rolled. Well, both are
wrong. Now, | am all for capitalism at face value; what | am against are the
perverted hearts that control huge wealth while allowing their subjects to
starve or live in abject poverty. God has only two questions for you
regarding your money: where did you get it; and what do you do with it?
Money is to be used for the glory of God — but there’s almost no one doing
that today. It would be wonderful if men labored to make money for the
glory of God and put it to a right use — but | don’t see that happening....

14 But those riches perish by evil travail: and he begetteth a son,
and there is nothing in his hand.
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~ Many people hoard wealth just to physically look at it. But one can only
eat so much food before the rest goes to waste. When we’re full, we likely
don’t even want to see more food. I've gone to bed hungry many times — |
don’t like it, but it’s not that bad. | sleep better hungry than the glutton
does when they overeat; that’s for sure. They have gourmet food all the
time — but they quickly become tired of it. | rarely have gourmet food, so |
cherish it when | do. | write about these things from personal experience,
friends; I’'m not guessing. Greed leads men to become entangled in a
system where they are literally chained to earning just one more nickel. The
only real thing rich people ever have in common is pure unadulterated
greed. Greed alone is the fuel that drives big business, organized crime,
social clubs, and many charitable organizations. Let’s not kid ourselves.

Wealth inequality is a problem in our society that, eventually, is going to
have to be addressed; but we’re not going to address what that something
is on this safari! | will say that, ultimately, the divide in this country isn’t
going to be between blacks and whites or minorities; it will be between the
rich and poor — it has always turned out that way in history —and it always
will. Look at India with their caste system. It’s wrong — ENTIRELY wrong.
God condemns it — and India is in the throes of judgment from God as |
type, and you read this report. Well, this also leads us back to what
happens when that money must be left behind —and, since we have
already examined that aspect of truth in previous reports, I'll not repeat
myself simply for the sake of repeating myself. If you haven’t read our first
six reports from Ecclesiastes, then | can only suggest you go back and do so
at this time.

See, the more money we accumulate, the fancier lifestyle we require;
which requires more money to maintain said lifestyle. It’s a vicious cycle;
and it’s never enough — Satan has made sure that riches just won’t help
people. Growth of wealth, simply for the sake of growing wealth, is always
wrong — never blessed by God. Many churches and other religious
organizations repeatedly attempt to do exactly that, too. Increasing
numbers for prestige sake increases the headaches, workload, and
responsibilities. It’s only the teaching of sound doctrine that suffers. There’s
no fun or joy in it, you may be sure. And you can also be sure that this little
rinky-dink missionary ministry called the Spiritual Safari isn’t interested in

ICICICICI0IIE
Ecclesiastes 5:7 — 6:12

Page 50f 8



growing anything; only in sowing seed by teaching the entire Word of God
to the entire world. Perhaps you’ll decide that the Lord is calling you to help
us materially? This one thing | do, friends —and | would love to have you as
my partner in this endeavor....

15 As he came forth of his mother's womb, naked shall he return to go as
he came, and shall take nothing of his labour, which he may carry away in
his hand.

16 And this also is a sore evil, that in all points as he came, so shall he go:
and what profit hath he that hath laboured for the wind?

17 All his days also he eateth in darkness, and he hath much sorrow and
wrath with his sickness.

18 Behold that which I have seen: it is good and comely for one to eat and
to drink, and to enjoy the good of all his labour that he taketh under the
sun all the days of his life, which God giveth him: for it is his portion.

19 Every man also to whom God hath given riches and wealth, and hath
given him power to eat thereof, and to take his portion, and to rejoice in
his labour; this is the gift of God.

20 For he shall not much remember the days of his life; because God
answereth him in the joy of his heart.

Vi

1 There is an evil which | have seen under the sun, and it is common
among men:

2 A man to whom God hath given riches, wealth, and honour, so that he
wanteth nothing for his soul of all that he desireth, yet God giveth him not
power to eat thereof, but a stranger eateth it: this is vanity, and it is an
evil disease.
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3 If a man beget an hundred children, and live many years, so that the
days of his years be many, and his soul be not filled with good, and
also that he have no burial; | say, that an untimely birth is better than he.

4 For he cometh in with vanity, and departeth in darkness, and his name
shall be covered with darkness.

5 Moreover he hath not seen the sun, nor known any thing: this hath
more rest than the other.

6 Yea, though he live a thousand years twice told, yet hath he seen no
good: do not all go to one place?

7 All the labour of man is for his mouth, and yet the appetite is not filled.

8 For what hath the wise more than the fool? what hath the poor, that
knoweth to walk before the living?

9 Better is the sight of the eyes than the wandering of the desire:
this is also vanity and vexation of spirit.

10 That which hath been is named already, and it is known that it is man:
neither may he contend with him that is mightier than he.

11 Seeing there be many things that increase vanity, what is man the
better?

12 For who knoweth what is good for man in this life, all the days of his
vain life which he spendeth as a shadow? for who can tell a man what
shall be after him under the sun?

~ So, our Spiritual Safari ends this leg of our expedition through the entire
Word of God with Solomon speaking to mankind’s inevitable end in each of
these experiments he has been making. Your next assignment is to pray for
wisdom, judgment and discernment, and then read the remainder of this
book of the Bible on your own. In our next report, Solomon is going to
become a ““do-gooder” person —and it will represent the average liberal
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church member. Well, we know Solomon didn’t really do much good; he
handed the kingdom over to Rehoboam who taxed them to death and
divided Israel. Candidly, there’s no sorrier life than that of a do-gooder type
person. I've met many of them, and the worldly man loves them; but they
are all the biggest bunch of phonies anyone has ever come into contact
with. As we move along now, | have to warn you we are turning a page
when we head into the seventh chapter; and some of you may not want to
read any more of these reports. Candidly, | suggest no one read on from
here but, secretly, | hope you will. Tragedy is on the horizon ~
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